
From the Principal 

         Wednesday, 12th December 2018 Term 4   Week 9

While it is a happy time for 
students, and possibly some of us, 
as we move towards the holidays, 
it is also tinged with some 
sadness. There are a number of 
people leaving us, and for some, it 
is the end of a long association 

with the school.  

Our year 7 and some of our year 6 
students are heading to high 
school and we wish them all the 
best. We have done all we can to 
give them the tools to build their 
future successes and we truly 
hope that they achieve all they 
desire. Also some of our younger 
students are moving on and our 
best wishes also goes with them. 
Please remind them of the 
message of “respect” and they will 
do well throughout their schooling 

and lives. 

We have some uncertainty around 
a few of our staff and I 
acknowledge that this is a difficult 
time of year for them. If you do not 
return, I wish you all the very best 
but hope to see you back if it’s not 

a choice you have made.  

Yimeng Dong stepped into the 
difficult role of being the PE/Health 
teacher right near the end of the 
year and she will be teaching 
Chinese at Trinity College next 
year. I thank Yimeng and wish her 

all the very best.  

Robyn Haywood has won a 
teaching position at Kapunda 
Primary School. Robyn worked 

with teachers this year to support 
their desire to improve Numeracy 
practice in the classroom. She has 
managed to balance being a 
fantastic class teacher and a 
leader successfully this year and I 
have no doubt will continue to be 
highly regarded wherever she 

works.  

Katherine Shaw will be leaving to 
be Principal of Light Pass Primary 
School. Katherine is a true leader 
and will be missed dearly. All of us 
are in awe of her talents and when 
Katherine speaks, we all listen. 
Her contribution to the school has 
been valuable and her role will be 

difficult to fill.  

Also as we rapidly approach the 
end of the year, I would like to 
acknowledge a number of other 
people who have continued to 
dedicate themselves to your child’s 

learning.  

Firstly I would like to recognise the 
outstanding work done by our 
SSOs, our ACEW and our GSE. 
While teachers and leaders get 
credit for the learning that occurs 
in the classroom, SSOs play a 
critical role in supporting your 
child’s educational journey. 
Obviously, there are those 
curriculum SSOs who are highly 
skilled and focused on individuals, 
but it is also the “behind the 
scenes” people who care for your 
child through their support work. 
This is a huge responsibility and 
can end up being taken for 

granted.  

Secondly, thank you to our very 
dedicated and hardworking 
teaching staff. Their desire to 
continuously learn to support their 
work that leads to improved 
learning outcomes for your child is 
amazing. They are constantly 
searching for better ways to help 
your child and have spent 
countless hours of their own time 

in this pursuit. 

I’d like to thank the leaders at 
Gawler East Primary School. They 
have sought to convey a clear 
vision for the school in as many 
areas as possible and have been 

relentless in achieving their goals.  

Finally, thank you to you, the 
parents and carers of our school 
community. I value your support 
for the school and your willingness 
to share ideas and communicate 
any concerns. You are an integral 
part of the Gawler East Primary 
School family and we all 
appreciate the trust you place in us 
to care for your child’s safety, 

wellbeing and learning.  

Enjoy your break over the 

Christmas season and I’m looking 

forward to working with you again 

in 2019 as we continue our 

improvement journey.  

 
 
Alec Tibbitts 
Principal 

 

Gawler East Primary School 

Diary Dates 

 
Wednesday, 12th December 
Semester 2 reports sent home 

 
Thursday, 13th December 

Year 7 Graduation 
 

Friday, 14th December 
Last day Term 4 

School finishes at 2.05pm 
 

2019 
Tuesday, 29th January  

First day Term 1 
 

Thursday, 7th March 
School Photo Day 
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Have you changed your contact details? 
A reminder to everyone to update change of address details due to end of year mail-outs 

for next year class details.  Please come in to the Front Office to fill out the Change of 

Details paperwork. 
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Hi there 

The end of the year is here and there has 
been major accomplishments made again 
this year at Gawler East Primary especially 

with the development of curriculum. 

Our Data Room has been useful for staff who 
have interrogated student achievement 
deeply and that their planning has become 
more specific and targeted. Staff have 
worked tirelessly to develop IWLP’s and 

NEP’s reflecting the SMART goals 

We completed our online course about Maths 

dispositions and have been refreshing our 
knowledge and methodology about Number, 
especially with Trust the Count, Place Value 
and Multiplicative Thinking. The Years 3-5 
teachers have completed a trial for Daily 3 
Maths which other staff members have also 
implemented in their teaching programs.  
Middle and Upper Primary teachers are using 
an Informal Prose Inventory program 
assessing comprehension in students who 

have completed level 30 readers. 

As a staff we have seen improvement and 
growth in the area of Mathematics from R-7 

and we look forward to seeing this continue 

next year. 

I wish all families a Merry Christmas and safe 

holidays. I look forward to seeing you all in 

2019. 

Until next time, 

 
Leah Searle 

Senior Leader - Curriculum 

Curriculum Corner 

I would like to wish all the children and their 
families a safe and lovely holiday break.  
The end of year break is a great time for the 
children to recharge themselves after their 
busy school year. Sometimes the children 
may even say they are bored, so if you are 
looking for activities for them to do, anything 
to do with reading is great. Public libraries run 

lots of activities, and of course there are al-
ways books to borrow. Reading aloud to your 
child can be a bonding experience, even older 
children like being read to. There are a lot of 
apps and programs for book making and 
drawing that can encourage creativity, your 
child could even make a book of their holiday 
experiences to show their class and teacher 

when they return to school. Most importantly, 
have fun with any learning experiences. 
We look forward to seeing you in 2019. 
 
 
Adele White 

Senior leader 

Happy Holidays 
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School Crossing 

 

Week 1 

Morning 
Amelia Turner 
Naiobi Searle 
Lexi Maitland 

 
 
Afternoon 
Jackson Quinn 
Roshan Stephens 
Brodie Swanton 

Week 2 

Morning 
Janae Rozman 
Rachel Mudge 
Sophie Sellick 

 
 
Afternoon 
Freya Pollard 
Amelia Brown-Winter 
Emily Hill 

Student Voice Group 

I would like to thank our Student Voice Group Reps 2018 for all their hard work this year.  Each student has represented their classes so well 

and the information we receive from the classes has been most helpful in meeting the needs of our students – a true student voice!  

 

Well done Student Voice Group for a successful 

2018.  

RED CROSS BLOOD SERVICE 

The Blood Service Mobile Blood Donor Centre will be visiting Gawler  

at Hewett Centre, 28-30 Kingfisher Drive, Hewett 

Monday 7th January  12.00-6.00pm 

Tuesday, 8th January  12.00-6.30pm 

Wednesday, 9th January 12.00-5.30pm 

Thursday, 10 January  8.30am-2.00pm 

To make a group booking call 1300 886 524 

Farewell from Mrs Shaw 

As you may be aware, my time at Gawler 
East PS is drawing to a close. When my 
family and I moved to South Australia five 
years ago, I was unsure if I would find a 
position. Thankfully from my first day of relief 
teaching at Gawler East PS, the school took 
me under their wing! Thank you for 

welcoming me and making part of the Gawler 
East School Community - I have loved my 
time here, both as a classroom teacher and 
as Student Wellbeing Leader.  
Thank you all for your support and I wish 
everyone  continued success into the future. I 
have truly enjoyed working with all the 

students and staff at Gawler East PS and will 
definitely miss you all! 
Kind regards 
 
 
Katherine Shaw 

Student Wellbeing Leader 

Has your child misplaced a pair of glasses?  If you think they 
might belong to your child then please come to the Front 

Office to collect. 
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Gawler East Primary School 

Respect Honesty Responsibility Fairness 

Salvos Christmas Food and Gift Drive: Last 
chance 
Thank you to those who have already 
generously donated to our Food and Gift 
Drive for the Salvos. If you still will like to 
contribute, we are asking for donations of 
packaged / long-life / canned goods (please 
ensure their expiry or ‘best before’ date is 
after February 2019) or new small gift items to 
be put in the blue bin / box marked ‘Salvos 
Xmas food drive’ located near reception in the 
school office until Thursday 13th December 
(last Thursday of school). I will collect these 
food and gifts and take them to the Salvos 
who will distribute them wisely. 
 
Christmas message from the Kimochis 
My Kimochis friends and I would like to wish 

you all a very happy Christmas and end to the 
year, and hope that 2019 has many ‘good and 
wonderful’ things in store for you. Our 
Kimochis friends have a few helpful hints for 
the children and their families to help make 
Christmas and holiday time extra special: 
From Cloud: If you feel moody, remember to 
take big breaths and count to 10 before you 
speak or act. 
From Bug: Be brave and try something new in 
the holidays. 
From Cat: Don’t be too curious and try to 
open presents that may be under the tree for 
you before Christmas. Try to always speak 
politely and use your helpful words when 
giving and receiving presents.  
From Clover: Don’t forget to put out some 
drink for Santa and some treats for the 

reindeer. 
From Huggtopus: Be safe, and look before 
crossing the roads in the busy traffic during 
the holidays. 
From Bella: Always thank people for gifts, 
even if you already have one or it isn’t what 
you wanted. 
From Hero: Remember to tell the people you 
love how much you enjoy their company. 
Share a thought for people you can’t be with 
their loved ones this Christmas and holiday 
period. 
 
See you around the school next year, 
 
Jody 
Your Pastoral Care Worker 

Jody’s PCW News 

Karate Lessons 

Gawler East Primary School Gymnasium 

Monday : 6.30-8.00 pm 

Phone Peter : 0417805982 or Rob : 0413188878 

Kyushindo Karate is based on original karate from Okinawa and 
the Chinese martial arts.  It is principally a striking art so we 
practise a wide range of techniques including punches, kicks, 
blocks, footwork and avoidance.  We also practice falls and rolls, 

joint locks and general self-defence techniques. 

Family orientated with children and their parents or siblings 

learning karate together. 

They do teach from any age however believe 8 is the youngest 

to benefit. 

“Pay as you Train” philosophy and prices are affordable.  Not for 
profit, family friendly, community club.  Instructors are 
volunteers. 


